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Foreword

Indonesia who holds the chairmanship of ASEAN in 2023 envisioned ASEAN as the
epicentrum of growth. This vision could be implemented with an inclusive environment to
involve the 213 million youth (age 15–34), ensuring that no youth is left behind. This
opportunity shall become a platform for ASEAN Youth to voice their thoughts and
commemorate the chairmanship through a designated youth platform, titled the ASEAN
Youth Agenda (AYA). This event shall become a place where youths across ASEAN+
convene, exchange knowledge, and produce a tangible output to be given to the
leaders. Therefore, the ASEAN+ Youth Summit as the pinnacle event of AYA is here to
serve as a platform of advocacy towards the youth.

This background paper was formulated by Indonesian Youth Diplomacy, the official host
of the ASEAN Youth Agenda 2023, with the support from the Ministry of Youth and
Sporting Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the ASEAN Secretariat. The team
behind the ASEAN+ Youth Summit Background Paper comprises Raihan Zahirah (Lead
Researcher of Digital Literacy and Inclusion), Rifli Mubarak and Chendy Puspita (Lead
Researchers of Future of Education and Work), Muhammad Maulana and Reza
Edriawan (Lead Researchers of Green Economy), Aurelia Bianca Hanjaya (Lead
Researcher of Health), and Nicole Accalia Angriawan (Lead Researcher of Food
Security), and was reviewed by Mathew Marchel Lim (Research Staff), Biondi Sanda
Sima and Alvin Adityo (Co-Head of Research and Advocacy Division of IYD). 

The objective of this paper is to assist the delegates of the ASEAN+ Youth Summit to
have a clear substantive foundation; where the paper explains the general issues,
challenges, and recommendations that shall help delegates to formulate their policy
recommendations. This paper is also directed to increase awareness among the general
public in regard to the discussed 5 main topics: Digital Literacy and Inclusion, Future of
Education and Work, Green Economy, Health, and Food Security. Hence, the substance
that is depicted in this paper shall bring benefits towards the internal and external
stakeholders of the ASEAN+ Youth Summit, as the pinnacle event of the ASEAN Youth
Agenda 2023. 
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Regulatory Framework Gap
Public policy, including regulation, is the ‘umbrella’ of law that can justify the urgency of harnessing
youth digital talents and preparedness in facing the digitalisation era in ASEAN. Creating and
enacting national laws regarding digital talents is not enough to cope with future needs. ASEAN has
created the ASEAN Digital Masterplan 2025 which encompasses a wide range of desired outcomes
to ensure that the region and ASEAN Member States (AMS) are more than ready to face the future. In
addition, AMS should reform its traditional policymaking process as the cross-sectoral process is the
best way to devise policies 
related to digitalisation, reduce bureaucratic silos, government capacity building for long-term
planning creation, and develop policy co-creation workshops.[9] Eventually, there is no “one size fits
for all” regulatory framework and each AMS has different capabilities. Therefore, there might need an
adjustment on the desired outcome and action items, as envisioned in the Digital Masterplan 2025 to
make ASEAN as a leading bloc in digital and economy[10], but making small progress is such a
“stitch in time saves nine[11]”, hence the member states will not “miss the boat.”[12]
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https://www.unicef.org/eap/media/7766/file/Digital%20Literacy%20in%20Education%20Systems%20Across%20ASEAN%20Cover.pdf






https://www.brookings.edu/research/school-closures-government-responses-and-learning-inequality-around-the-world-during-covid-19/
https://bimp-eaga.asia/article/youth-survey-shows-why-asean-needs-become-digital-ready
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